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In this work the effectiveness of silicoorganic treatments for the consolidation, with or without 
waterproofing, of silicified stones (one conglomerate and four sandstones) from Zamora is analyzed, 
provided that these treatments are applied in the same way. Changes in the following properties, have 
been monitored: total and free porosity, real and apparent density, absorption coefficient, imbibition 
coefficient and capillary absorption coefficient. These intrinsic stone properties and the treatments 
employed have a significant effect on changes in these variables and lead to differences in the transport of 
fluid in the stone. This is the first time that the Canonical Biplot has been applied to this type of data to 
determine the control of the effectiveness of silicoorganic treatments applied to rocks. It was observed 
that the double action treatment RC80, which includes both waterproofing and consolidating, is more 
effective than the consolidating treatment RC70. 
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Introduction 
The effectiveness of consolidation treatments with or without waterproofing can be measured by 
analyzing, prior to and after their application, different hydric properties of stone materials such as total 
and free porosity, real and apparent density, absorption coefficient, imbibition coefficient and capillary 
absorption coefficient. These hydric properties indicate the extent to which fluids can circulate throughout 
the pore network and are intrinsic to each material. As a result, they influence the introduction of 
conservation products into stone. 
The porosity of stone material, either macro or micro, determines which of the hydric properties are 
important. Previous studies regarding this (Iñigo et al., 2001), using Anova (Analysis of Variance, a 
classical statistical method for analyzing possible comparisons in one variable), show that free porosity 
and the capillary absorption coefficient are the properties that vary the most for silicified granites from 
Avila (granites that have undergone paleoalterations and which have given rise to silicified materials). 
Later on, Iñigo et al. (2006) show, using these silicified granites from Avila, that the imbibition 
coefficient could also be used for determining the effectiveness of conservation products. In order to 
evaluate the effectiveness of consolidation with or without waterproofing treatments, and to verify their 
suitability, the hydric properties and color changes on the surface of different types of materials (bricks, 
stone, etc.) before and after applying several treatments were analyzed. These types of analyses have also 
been carried out by several other authors (Hammecker et al., 1992; Valdeon et al., 1992; Vicente, 1996; 
Villegas-Sánchez and Espinosa-Gaitán, 2001; García-Garmilla et al., 2002; Berardi et al., 2002; Espinosa-
Gaitan et al., 2002; Quaresima et al., 2002; Alcalde-Moreno et al., 2003; Buj and Gisbert, 2006; Luque et al., 
2008; Torrisi, 2008; Alejandre and Villegas, 2009; García et al., 2010; Rivas et al., 2011; Galvana et al., 
2014; García-Talegón et al., 2015, 2016a; Arezki et al., 2016; Costa et al., 2017). In addition, Martín et al. 
(2002) designed an instrument that allows a wide range of temperatures to be maintained and controlled 
automatically using a computer. This instrument is used to automatically acquire data without interrupting 
the process (water absorption by capillarity and by total immersion, sorption and desorption of water and 
water vapor permeability) and is essential because some of the previously mentioned properties are 
temperature dependent. This instrument allows these properties to be measured at actual temperatures; 
that is, temperatures to which the stones of monuments are exposed. 
Porosity, besides being considered a hydric property, can be calculated using other methods such as 
the adsorption of nitrogen (it determines the microporosity of the material) and mercury intrusion. These 
methods can be used to determine the effectiveness of conservation treatments by calculating the porosity 
before and after their application. Our research group has carried out work in this field (Iñigo et al., 2007) 
and determined that RC70 was the most efficient product over RC80 for decreasing porosity. This is 
because the surface of the samples treated with RC80 does not allow real porosity to be determined. For 
this reason, it is necessary to determine values for more than one property using several techniques, 
allowing the most effective treatment to be identified. 
Total porosity of a material is the sum of “trapped” porosity (pores that are not connected to the 
external surface and fluids are unable to circulate freely), and “free” porosity (pores are connected to the 
external surface and easily accessed by fluids). Total porosity thus controls fluid transport through the 
stone at ambient temperature and pressure (Meng, 1992; Brandes and Stadlbauer, 1992). 
The penetration of liquids or other fluids inside the pore network of a solid material can be evaluated 
using the capillary absorption coefficient (CAC) (Meng, 1992; Cordova and Gomez, 1997).  
In the present work we report on the effect of consolidation treatments, with or without waterproofing, 
on hydric properties (total and free porosity, real and apparent density, absorption coefficient, imbibition 
coefficient and capillary absorption coefficient) when non-weathered stones are submitted to different 
silicoorganic conservation treatments. The use of the Canonical Biplot allowed us to establish possible 
variations among different types of stone materials depending on the treatment applied. 
Materials and Methods 
One white siliceous conglomerate (Z1) and four siliceous sandstones facies (TG: white sandstone with 
large-sized grains, TB: white sandstone, TO: ochreous sandstone and TR: red sandstone) with different 
porosity values and containing strongly reactive components (swelling clays, and opal that dissolves in 
basic solutions, iron oxyhydroxides, which can come to the surface of the stone through dissolution and 
dragging due to freeze/thawing processes, changing the characteristics of the materials such as the surface 
color, etc.) were used in this study. Their mineralogical origin, chemical and petrophysical properties 
have been described elsewhere (Añorbe-Urmeneta, 1997). All materials are widely used in construction 
and are currently being used in the conservation intervention of the Cathedral and other buildings in 
Zamora (Spain).  
The untreated stones and their corresponding treated counterparts are known to be affected by the 
specific climate of the area, which is Mediterranean, tending towards being continental, and the different 
microclimates inside buildings (Iñigo et al., 2000; Iñigo and Vicente-Tavera, 2002). In this climate there are 
daily abrupt changes in temperature which can lead to fissures. In addition, processes of freezing/thawing 
giving rise to fissures, scales, etc. and processes of haloclasty due to the effects of atmospheric and 
underground and/or sub-surface water pollution, give rise to efflorescence and crusts. 
The following commercial conservation products were tested: RC70 (ethyl silicate) as the consolidant 
and RC80 (a mixture of ethyl silicate, a methyl resin, and polysiloxane) as the consolidant plus water 
repellent. All products contain a catalyst, which favors polymerization, and were provided by Rhodia 
Siliconas Spain, Ltd.  
The treatments were carried out as follows: both consolidation treatments (RC70 and RC80) followed 
the recommendations by Iñigo et al. (2001, 2006), which promotes the penetration of products inside 
stone samples (5 cubic samples measuring 5x5x5 cm in each group). The treatment was carried out in 
four consecutive steps, one immediately after the other: 1) immersion of the stone samples in white spirit 
(also used as a solvent for the conservation products) for 30 min; 2) immersion in a white spirit solution + 
conservation product (5% w/w) for 8 hours; 3) immersion in a white spirit solution + conservation 
product (40% w/w) for 24 hours and 4) immersion in a white spirit solution + conservation product (75% 
w/w) for 48 hours. Curing extended for one month at room temperature and ambient laboratory 
conditions. 
The following hydric properties were analyzed: total porosity (NF, 1973a) and free porosity (NF, 
1973a, 1973b), absorption coefficient (NF, 1973a, 1973b), real and apparent density (NF, 1973a), 
imbibition coefficient (NORMAL, 1981) and capillary absorption coefficient (NORMAL, 1986). 
The Canonical Biplot was performed to analyze variation between the five different untreated stone 
varieties and their corresponding treated samples. 
The Canonical Biplot is complementary to the MANOVA analysis (Multivariate Analysis of 
Variance), but includes all of the characteristics of the Biplot method (Gabriel, 1971, 1972, 1995), and can 
be used to discriminate the set of groups of previously established populations. This technique was later 
developed and completed (Galindo, 1986; Amaro et al., 2004; Vicente-Villardón, 2018), and applied to 
the field of Cultural Heritage conservation (Iñigo et al., 2014, 2017, 2019; García-Talegón et al., 2016b). 
The results are summarized on several factorial planes, where the variables are represented as vectors 
that start out from a hypothetical origin and the means of the different groups as stars surrounded by 
confidence circles in the same reference system. If two variables are represented with a very small angle, 
then the variables are highly correlated, and if they are opposite their correlation is inverse. Additionally, 
if the angle is close to perpendicularity, their correlation is minimum. When projecting all of the star 
markers perpendicularly onto the directions of any of the variables, the order of the projections in the 
direction of those variables is equivalent to the value of the population means for that variable. If two 
confidence circles are projected perpendicularly on one of the variables and the intervals of both 
projections do not overlap, this is tantamount to saying that there are differences between both means 
(Student’s t-test); the amplitudes of the circles will depend on the significance, α, determined (MSD, 
Bonferroni corrections, etc.). These interpretations are subject to a series of measurements of the quality 
of representation for the different planes (inertia absorption of the planes, the goodness of the projections 
of the measurements on the variables for the dimensions selected, etc.). 
The Canonical Biplot is a comprehensive technique that analyzes all variables together, minimizing 
Type I risk, while the classic individual ANOVAS are used for each variable. Likewise, the Biplot 
representation allows us to easily visualize all the possible differences between the different groupings for 
all of the variables analyzed  
In our case, there are 8 variables (the previously mentioned hydric properties) and the nomenclature 
used was YZ, where Y indicates the type of rock (Z1, TG, TB, TO, and TR) and Z the type of treatment 
(untreated, RC70 and RC80). Thus, Z1RC80 corresponds to rock Z1 treated with RC80.  
Results and Discussion 
The variation in weight of the treated samples with respect to the untreated samples provides an 
approximation of the amount of product introduced through the pore network of the stones. The weight 
gain observed in the varieties treated with RC70 varied between 0.48 - 1.10% and between 0.90 - 1.11% 
in the samples treated with RC80, when using the original weight of the corresponding untreated rocks as 
a reference. 
Table 1 shows the means and standard error of the hydric properties for each treatment and stone 
variety.   
After applying the multivariate Canonical Biplot technique, we obtained a Wilk's lambda of 34.0991 
(p<0.001), which can be interpreted as though there were differences among the means of the joint 
measurements of the populations (groups) for all variables. Regarding the absorption of inertia, the first 
three axes absorbed 92.913% of the total inertia.  
Although porosity was not low (≈11%), no changes were detected in any of the hydric properties 
studied using the different silicoorganic treatments (Table 1 and Figs 1 and 2) on the white silicified 
conglomerates Z1, because when analyzing the graphs the projections of the confidence circles of the 
groupings (Z1-Z1RC70 and Z1-Z1RC80) overlap. This indicated that these types of properties were not 
suitable for determining the effectiveness of the various treatments applied. However, in the silicified 
sandstones of Zamora, which have greater porosity, the following variations were observed: 
 
Total Porosity (TP) 
In Fig 1, differences were detected only between the treated and untreated samples of varieties TR and 
TO. 
 
Free Porosity (FP), Absorption Coefficient (AC), Real Density (RD) 
In Fig 1, differences were observed between the treated and untreated stones and between the samples 
treated with RC70 and RC80. The values obtained for the samples treated with RC80 were lower than the 
values obtained for those treated with RC70. This indicated that the consolidant RC80 decreases free 
porosity (FP), the absorption coefficient (AC) and real density (RD) more than RC70, as it substantially 
reduces the circulation of fluids through the pore network. This may have occurred due to the fact that 
RC80 contains polysiloxane derivatives that are hydrophobic in nature. 
 
Apparent Density (AD) 
In Fig 1, differences were observed between the treated and untreated samples of TR, and between the 
RC70 and RC80 treatments. In Fig 2, differences were only detected in varieties TB and TO among the 
samples treated with RC80 and the untreated samples.  
 
Imbibition Coefficient (IC) 
In Fig 1, differences were observed between the treated and the untreated samples of all stone varieties 




Capillary Absorption Coefficient (CAC) 
This variable behaved the same as the variables of Free Porosity (FP), the Absorption coefficient (AC) 
and real density (RD); although no differences were detected for TB treated with RC70 and RC80 as 
shown in Fig 1. Again this could be due to the hydrophobic nature  of the polysiloxane derivatives. 
 
In view of the Canonical Biplot results, the most determinant hydric properties capable of 
distinguishing between high and low efficiency of the different treatments were the capillary absorption 
coefficient, the absorption coefficient, real density and free porosity. These properties presented greater 
variations with respect to the different stone substrates and the different conservation treatments applied. 
In addition, the imbibition coefficient was also able to distinguish between the effectiveness of the 
treatments, although to a lesser extent because there were fewer variations. As was observed, these hydric 
properties are directly related to the circulation of fluids inside the pore network and are intrinsic 
properties of the stones both before and after treatment. 
In summary, we can affirm that the most effective treatment for these types of stone varieties, under 
the conditions applied, is the consolidant plus water repellent, RC80, due to its double action (consolidant 
+ water repellant), as shown in Fig 1. This treatment decreases the hydric properties related to the 
transport of fluids, such as porosity, absorption coefficient and coefficient of capillary absorption, more 
than treatment RC70, and at the same time increases real density. However, RC70 can be used as a 
preconsolidant due to its density and the fact that its viscosity is lower than that of RC80. 
In this work, additional hydric properties have been identified, capable of confirming the effectiveness 
of the treatments used in this study on the various types of stone, that had not been previously identified 
in other studies using different types of stones (silicified granites) (Iñigo et al., 2001, 2006). It can be said 
that the response of a stone material to a particular treatment depends on its intrinsic characteristics. 




The results of direct observation and the statistical analysis have allowed the following conclusions to be 
drawn: 
1) The Canonical Biplot has been successfully applied in this research field as a novel and alternative 
technique to classical individual ANOVA techniques. 
2) In the case of white silicified conglomerates from Zamora, Z1, the hydric properties analyzed in this 
work cannot be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the two silicoorganic treatments tested, due to 
the lack of variability after their application.  
3) The effectiveness of the treatments applied to the stone substrates can be determined by measuring 
the following properties: open porosity, absorption coefficient, real density and the capillary 
absorption coefficient. In addition, the imbibition coefficient can also be used to evaluate treatment 
efficacy, but with less reliability. 
4) The variations observed for these parameters, with respect to the quality of the materials before and 
after treatment, show an improvement in the properties of porous siliceous sandstones from the point 
of view of their use as building materials.  
5) The combined action of the consolidant plus water repellent, RC80, is more effective than the 
consolidant on its own, RC70. 
6) Since the way in which stone materials respond to a given treatment depends on their intrinsic 
characteristics, the results were difficult to predict prior to carrying out the experiments. Therefore, it 
is advisable that each material is tested with each treatment under experimental conditions that are 




The authors are grateful for financial support for this work from the Ministry of Education and Science 
(CGL2007-62168BET and FEDER funds) and Ministry of Science, Innovation (MAT2010-20660) and 
Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities (PGC2018-098151-B-100). 
 
References 
Alcalde-Moreno M, Villegas-Sanchez R, Vale-Parapar JF (2003) Study on weathering and conservation 
treatments for the Stone of andalusian monuments. Macroscopical morphology of accelerated 
weathering of some petreous materials. In:  Pérez-Rodríguez JL (ed) Applied study of Cultural Heritage 
and clays, CSIC, Madrid, pp 259-288. 
Alejandre FJ, Villegas R (2009) Brick durability and conservation treatment (Santa María de Jesús chapel 
portal, Seville, Spain). Mater Construcc 59/293:85-103.  
Amaro IR, Vicente-Villardón JL, Galindo-Villardón MP (2004) ANOVA Biplot para arreglos de 
tratamientos con dos factores basado en modelos lineales generales multivariantes. Interciencia 
29:26-32. 
Añorbe-Urmeneta M (1997) Valoración del deterioro y conservación en la piedra monumental. CEDEX 
(Centro de Estudios y Experimentación de Obras Publicas), Madrid. 
Arezki S, Chelouah N, Tahakourt A (2016) The effect of the addition of ground olive stones on the 
physical and mechanical properties of clay bricks. Mater Construcc 66/322:e082.  
Berardi E,mecchi AM, Calia A, Lettieri M (2002) Water-repellent treatments on some calcareous Apulian 
stones of differing porosity. In: Galan E, Zezza F (eds.) The Protection and Conservation of the 
Cultural Heritage of the Mediterranean Cities. Swets& Zeitlinger B. V., Lisse, The Netherlands, pp 
401-406. 
Brandes C, Stadlbauer E (1992) Capillary water absorption of painted stone. In: Delgado-Rodrigues J, 
Henriques F, Telmo-Jeremias F (eds) Deterioration and Conservation of Stone. Laboratório 
Nacional de Engenharia Civil, Lisbon, Vol. 2, pp 591-600. 
Buj O, Gisbert J (2006) Evaluation of three consolidants on Miocene sandstone from the Ebro basin. In: Fort 
R, Alvarez-de Buergo M, Gomez-Heras M, Vazquez-Calvo C (eds) HWC 2006  -  Heritage, Weathering 
and Conservation, Taylor & Francis/Balkema, Leiden, Vol. 2, pp 741-747. 
Cordova A, Gomez A (1997) Modellization of the invasion of a porous material by a fluid and effect of 
chemical dissolution. European Cultural Heritage Newsletter on Research 10:150-151. 
Costa D, Leal AS, Mimoso JM, Pereira SRM (2017) Consolidation treatments applied to ceramic tiles: are 
they homogeneous?. Mater Construcc 67/325:e113.   
Espinosa-Gaitan J, Ontiveros-Ortega E, Villegas-Sanchez R, Alcalde-Moreno M (2002) Evaluation of 
treatments for the stone of the Cordoba Door of Carmona (Seville, España). In: Galan E, Zezza F (eds) 
The Protection and Conservation of the Cultural Heritage of the Mediterranean Cities. Swets& 
Zeitlinger B. V., Lisse, The Netherlands, pp 431-436. 
Gabriel KR (1971) The biplot-graphic display of matrices with applications to principal component analysis. 
Biometrika 58:453–467.  
Gabriel KR (1972) Analysis of meteorological data by means of canonical decomposition and biplots. J Appl 
Meteorol 11:1071–1077. 
Gabriel KR (1995) Manova biplots for two-way contingency tables. In: Krzanowsky W (ed) Recent 
Advances in Descriptive Multivariate Analysis. Clarendon Press, Oxford, pp 227–268. 
Galindo MP (1986) Una alternativa de representación simultanea: HJ-Biplot. Qüestiió 1:13-23. 
Galvana S, Plaa C, Cuetoa N, Martínez-Martíneza J, García-del Cura MA, Benavente D (2014) A comparison 
of experimental methods for measuring water permeability of porous building rocks. Mater Construcc 
64/315:e028.   
García O, Rz-Maribona I, Gardei A, Riedl M, Vanhellemont Y, Santarelli ML, Strupi-Suput J (2010) 
Comparative study of the variation of the hydric properties and aspect of natural stone and brick 
after the application of 4 types of anti-graffiti. Mater Construcc 60/297:69-82.  
García-Garmilla F, Rodríguez-Maribona I, Cano M, ZAlbide M, Ibáñez-Gómez JA, Osa-Chans E, Garín S 
(2002) An analytical comparison of two commercial consolidating products applied to eocene 
sandstones from 16th and 19th century monuments in San Sebastián, northern Spain. Mater Construcc 
52/266:5-18. 
García-Talegón J, Iñigo AC, Vicente-Tavera S (2015) Villamayor stone (Golden Stone) as a Global 
Heritage Stone Resource from Salamanca (NW of Spain). J Geol Soc London, Special Publication, 
407:109-120. 
García-Talegón J, Iñigo AC, Vicente-Tavera S, Molina E (2016a) Silicified Granites (Bleeding Stone and 
Ochre Granite) as Global Heritage Stones Resources from Avila (Central of Spain). Geosci Can 
43/1:53-62. 
García-Talegón J, Iñigo AC, Vicente-Palacios V (2016b) A laboratory simulation of desalting on 
calcareous building stone with wet sepiolite. Environ Earth Sci 75:925-932. 
Hammecker C, Esbert RM, Jeannette D (1992) Geometry modifications of porous network in carbonate 
rocks by ethyl silicate treatment. In: Delgado-Rodrigues J, Henriques F, Telmo-Jeremias F (eds) 
Deterioration and Conservation of Stone, Laboratório Nacional de Engenharia Civil, Lisbon, Vol. 3, 
pp 1053-1062. 
Iñigo AC, Rives V, Vicente MA (2000) Reproducción en cámara climática de las formas de alteración más 
frecuentes detectadas en materiales graníticos, en clima de tendencia continental. Mater Construcc 
50/257:57-60.  
Iñigo AC,  Vicente-Tavera S,  Vicente MA,  Rives V (2001) Effect of treatments on the pore network of 
granites. J Mater Civil Eng 13:166-168. 
Iñigo AC, Vicente-Tavera S (2002) Surface-Inside (10 cm) thermal gradients in granitic rocks. Effect of 
environmental conditions. Buil Environ 37:101-108.  
Iñigo AC, Vicente-Tavera S, Rives V (2006) Statistical design applied to hydric property behaviour for 
monitoring granite consolidation and/or water-repellent treatments. Mater Construcc 56/281:17-28. 
Iñigo AC, Supit JFD, Prieto O, Rives V (2007) Change in microporosity of granitic building stones upon 
consolidation treatments. J Mater Civil Eng 19:437-440. 
Iñigo AC, García-Talegón J, Vicente-Tavera S (2014) Canonical Biplot statistical analysis to detect the 
magnitude of the effects of phosphates crystallization aging on the color in siliceous conglomerates. 
Color Res Appl 39/1:82-87. 
Iñigo AC, García-Talegón J, Vicente-Tavera S, Casado-Marín S, Martín-Gonzálezn S (2017) Multivariate 
analyses of soluble salts responsable for pathologies in granites of the Roman Aqueduct of Segovia, 
Spain. Inter J Conser Sci 8/1:59-66. 
Iñigo AC, García-Talegón J, Vicente-Palacios V, Vicente-Tavera S (2019) Canonical Biplot as a tool to 
detect microclimates in the inner and outer parts of El Salvador Church in Seville, Spain. 
Measurement 136:745-760. 
Luque A, Cultrone G, Sebastián E, Cazalla O (2008) Evaluación de la eficacia de tratamientos en el 
incremento de la durabilidad de una calcarenita bioclástica (Granada, España). Mater Construcc 
58/292:115-128.  
Martín J, Navas FJ, Alcántara R (2002) An instrumental system for continuous measuring of the sorption 
properties in porous materials, In: Galán E, Zezza F (eds) The Conservation of Monuments in the 
Mediterranean Basin - Protection and Conservation of the Cultural Heritage of the Mediterranean Cities. 
Swets &Zeitlinger B. V., Lisse, pp 327-330. 
Meng B (1992) Moisture-transport-relevant characterization of pore structure. In: Delgado-Rodrigues J, 
Henriques F, Telmo-Jeremias F (eds) Deterioration and Conservation of Stone, Laboratório 
Nacional de Engenharia Civil, Lisbon, Vol. 1, pp 387-396. 
NF (1973a) Mesures de la Porosité, de la Masse Volumique Réelle et de la Masse Volumique Apparente 
[Measurements of Porosity, Real Density and Apparent Density]. B10-503 (in French). 
NF (1973b) Mesure du Coeficient de Absortion d´Eau [Measurement of the Water Absorption 
Coefficient]. B10-504 (in French). 
NORMAL (1981) Assorbimento d’acqua per immersione totale, capacitá di imbibizione [Absorption of 
water by total immersion, imbibition capacity]. 7 (in Italian). 
NORMAL (1986) Assorbimento d’acqua per capillaritá, coefficiente di assorbimento capillare [Water 
absorption by capillarity, capillary absorption coefficient]. 11/85 (in Italian). 
Quaresima R, Scoccia G, Volpe R,  Toscani G (2002) Behaviour of different treated and untreated stones 
exposed to salt crystallization test. In: Galan E, Zezza F (eds) The Protection and Conservation of 
the Cultural Heritage of the Mediterranean Cities. Swets& Zeitlinger B. V., Lisse, The Netherlands, 
pp 455-460. 
Ribas T, Iglesias J, Taboada J, Avilán J (2011) Oxidación de sulfuros en pizarra ornamental: 
Tratamientos protectores con siloxanos. Mater Construcc 61/301:115-130. 
Torrisi A (2008) Evaluation of five fluorinated compounds as calcarenite protectives.  J Cul Herit 9:135-145. 
Valdeon L, Grossi CM, Marcos RM, Esbert, RM (1992) Effect of conservation treatments on hydric 
properties of stones. In: Delgado-Rodrigues J, Henriques F, Telmo-Jeremias F (eds) Deterioration 
and Conservation of Stone, Laboratório Nacional de Engenharia Civil, Lisbon, Vol. 3, pp 1073-
1081.  
Vicente MA (1996) Summary of project STEP-CT9001, granitic materials and historical monuments: 
Study of factors and mechanism of weathering and application to historical heritage conservation. 
In: Vicente MA, Delgado-Rodrigues J, Acevedo J (eds) Degradation and conservation of granitic 
rocks in monuments, EUROPEAN COMMISSION, Directorate-General XII, Brussels, pp 4-45.  
Vicente-Villardón JL (2018) MULTBIPLOT: Multivariate Analysis using Biplots. http://biplot.usal.es. 
Accessed 6 February 2018. 
Villegas-Sánchez R, Espinosa-Gaitán J (2001) Evaluation of treatment products for the front door of the 
church of Santiago, Guadix. Mater Construcc 51/261:21-32. 
  
Figure caption list 
Fig 1: Canonical Biplot representation of the different building stones studied on the principal factorial 
plane 1-2 
Fig 2: Canonical Biplot representation of the different building stones studied on the plane 1-3 
  
 
Table 1: Average data of  the hydric properties with its standard error. 


































































































































































































































*Standard error, 1Total Porosity (%), 2Free Porosity (%), 3Real Density (g/cm3), 4Apparent Density 
(g/cm3), 5Absorption Coefficient (%), 6Imbibition Coefficient (%) and 7Capillary Absorption 
Coefficient (g/cm2s1/2). 
 
 
 
